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New EBEA Website Announced 
 

The EBEA is very pleased to let you know that we will soon have an entirely new website. This will 
focus on our core strengths including Advocacy for Business, Economics and Enterprise Education; 
Continuing Professional Development, the Journal ‘Teaching Business and Economics’ and the EBEA 
News Updates.  
 
The new website will be cleaner, easier to navigate and much more dynamic. Please watch this space 
for details about the development of the new site.  In the meantime if you have any questions or would 
like to contribute to the new website please contact Guy Durden whose Email address is 
guy.durden@ebea.org.uk 
 

 

Latest Trends in GCSE Economics and Business Studies – David Butler Reports: 

GCSE (Source JCQ, provisional results 2016 all UK candidates): 
 
Business studies:     
 
There were just over 90,000 entries in GCSE business studies by 16 year olds in the UK in 2016, down 
slightly from 2015. Of these, almost 60% of entries were from male students.   There were an additional 
1,615 entries for the double applied award. The proportion of students attaining A*/A grades was 
17.4%, compared with 21.7% across all subjects. This was a very similar figure to 2015, whereas there 
was an average fall from 22.3% to 21.7% across all subjects.  A*-C grades fell from 65.4% in 2015 to 
64.3% in 2016, compared to a fall across all subjects from 70.8% to 69.5%.  
 
Economics:  
 
Entries in GCSE economics in 2016 increased by just over 2% from 2015 to 5648.Almost 70% of 
entries were from males. Just over 28% of entries were at grades A*/A, down from 30% in 2015. A*-C 
grades remained almost unchanged at 78.2%.  
 
Commentary:   
 
GCSE entries are holding up well in relation to national figures, despite the pressures of the Ebacc. 
Some of this may be due to schools moving away from vocational courses now that these courses 
involve more external assessment and carry less weight in the performance tables.  GCSE economics 
has shown considerable growth in the last few years, albeit from a low base.  Attainment indicates that 
Business Studies attracts a lower proportion of higher attaining students than is the average across all 
subjects, whereas the reverse appears to be true for GCSE economics.   
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