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Two Reviews……… 
 

Review of AQA Economics 2 by Ray Powell and James Powell, Hodder Education, 2016, 390 pages, 
paperback, £24.99, ISBN: 978-1-4718-2984-0 
 

Perfectly proportioned and visually appealing, this is a well thought out book.  Each chapter contains 
learning outcomes, key terms, study tips, short questions, extension material, quantitative skills, case 
studies, synoptic links and useful summaries.  There is thoughtful use of colour and an effort has been made 
to illustrate certain concepts with diagrams, as with the case of how taxation and benefits affect income.  
Where relevant, connections have been made with the Year 1 course to help students to make appropriate 
links with prior learning.  These often include page references to book 1, which will be particularly useful 
for teachers and students who used this book.   
 
Although questions have been added at the end of each chapter, I can already hear students up and down the 
country asking ‘How many marks is that?’  There are very useful links throughout the book to point students 
towards additional background reading such as that relating to George Akerlof’s ‘The Market for Lemons’ 
and Garrett Hardin’s ‘Tragedy of the Commons’.   I would have liked to see better use made of such links 
within some of the other ‘Extension material’ sections.  Some of the content is arguably not really extension 
material, as in the case of the topic of barriers to entry.  In addition, I would have liked to see questions at 
the end of the extension material.  I was concerned that early use of the idiom ‘Spanner in the works’ was 
going to have my international students rushing for their translators, but fortunately this is not repeated 
throughout the book.   
 
There is good coverage of the 2015 specification and the new section on financial markets is comprehensive.  
Admittedly the section on the European Union is already looking a little dated as there is no mention of 
Brexit.  This just goes to show how dynamic our subject is. 
 
There is an examination paper at the end of the microeconomic and macroeconomic sections of the book, 
along with an example of a paper 3.  For the future, I would like to see emphasis on how students can 
develop and demonstrate the skills of application, analysis and evaluation. I also believe that the book would 
benefit from larger diagrams.  
 
Overall, I like this book and more importantly, believe that my students will.  Visually and in terms of the 
layout it is excellent and thought has been invested in providing additional links and material to stretch and 
challenge students.  eBook versions of this book are available.  I would say that the book is pitched at 
students of middle ability but has enough to challenge and engage the more able. 
 

Craig Brown is Head of Economics and Business Studies at St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, Kent. 
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AQA Business 2 by Malcolm Surridge and Andrew Gillespie, Hodder Education, 2015, 286 pages, 
paperback, £24.99, ISBN: 978-1-471-83578-0 
 
This book systematically covers the new 2015 specification.  There is a focus on long-term strategic 
decision-making throughout. The chapters are well laid out and visually appealing.  Each includes a ‘Business 
in focus’ section, considering how theories and models can be applied to real businesses and how decisions 
are made.  A ‘What do you think?’ section encourages students to reflect on what has been covered. A 
‘Maths moment’ looks at the application of quantitative skills and the interpretation of data.  There are 
useful weblinks throughout. In particular, there are assessment activities at the end of each chapter, 
comprising knowledge checks, short answer and data response questions and essays.  I found these questions 
to be excellent; many are similar to previous examination questions.  The ‘Study tip’ section within each 
chapter is an attempt to extend students’ knowledge and understanding as opposed to actual study 
techniques.   
 
Many teachers of Year 2 of the specification will be considering the new models and theories which have 
been integrated into the course.  I found that the new models such as Elkington’s triple bottom line have 
been appropriately integrated into the text and diagrams have been used throughout to help to illustrate such 
concepts.  There are many current case studies such as tax shaming, Tesco’s treatment of its suppliers, 
Uber, Alibaba, Facebook, Microsoft, Spotify, Netflix, wearable technology, deflation, supermarket wars, 
Angry birds and Candy crush. 
 
Students may find it a little confusing that some topics are spread across different chapters but this is a 
reflection of the way in which the specification has been structured.  For example, for students wishing to 
investigate technology, chapter 6 looks at analysing social and technological change, chapter 12 considers 
innovation whilst chapter 14 assesses the greater use of digital technology.  Chapter 13 introduces students 
to the term ‘internationalisation’ but a clear distinction between this and globalisation has not been made. 
The authors appear to treat the two concepts as interchangeable. 
 
On the topic of organisation cultures, although the book considers Handy’s models of culture, I love the fact 
that the authors stress that each business has its own particular culture and that culture can vary within an 
organisation.  In the past I have found the treatment of this topic far too rigid.   
 
I was interested to note that the book is around 100 pages shorter than the Year 2 Economics book by 
Powell and Powell.  I don’t have a problem with this as I find that students don’t generally like overly large 
texts and in this subject, students and teachers are always investigating current issues as they emerge.  That 
said, I do believe that the book would have benefited from a key term definitions section and examples of 
full examination papers.  I would have liked to have seen a more overt treatment of how the skills of 
knowledge, application, analysis and evaluation can be demonstrated through responses to particular 
questions.  This appears to be a weakness of many textbooks at present.  
 
Overall, I believe that this is a very good textbook and one which I shall be recommending for my own 
students.  There is enough thought-provoking material to challenge the more able, but the clear layout will 
also help those who require more guidance and support.   
 
Craig Brown, Head of Economics and Business Studies, St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, Kent cjb@slcuk.com 
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