
Welcome to the January Beeline.
This edition will also come to
you by E Mail and another
purely e mailed Beeline will be
distributed in February.  Please
send us your e mail address if
we do not have it.  

You will find two inserts with 
this Newsletter:

● A flyer for the annual 
conference in London on 
April 12th/13th.
Keynote speakers include James 
Heneage (Ottakers) and Vince 
Cable M.P..  As well as these 
subject updates there are also a 
range of parallel sessions 
focused on innovations in 
teaching, the curriculum and 
quality improvement.  The 
conference offers a tremendous 
opportunity to network and make
new contacts as well as listen to 
excellent speakers.  Prices have 
been kept low and there are a 
range of attendance options.  
If you want to book on line you 
can complete the booking form 
on the homepage of the EBEA 
website (see above) and e mail it 
to the EBEA office (also above).
If you want accommodation in 
the Bonnington Hotel please note
that we shall need to have your 
application form by 1st March.

● A flyer for the ‘A’ Level 
specification conference on 
June 5th and 6th. 

You will know that ‘A’ Levels will 
be changing in 2008 and these 
events will provide an important 
opportunity to discuss the new 
offers from awarding bodies for 
Business Studies and Economics
courses

This edition focuses on work in
progress in the post 16 curriculum
and on the recent Ofsted Annual
Report. During 2007 we will see the
publication of the new ‘A’ Level
specifications,  the new Cambridge
Pre U,  the new Business and
Administration Diploma specification
and the promotion of the IB diploma
across more state schools following
Tony Blair’s intervention in
November. We will try to keep you
up to date on developments in all
these fields and with updates from
Awarding Bodies when they are able
to report. The Ofsted Annual Report
is always worth scanning for nuggets
and the recent one had comments
about Financial Awareness and
Enterprise that will be of interest to
many members.
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International Baccalaureate - The answer
for UK Education?

As part of their wider reform
package, the government
announced in November 2006
that they would provide £2.5m
to ensure that every local
authority centre has at least
one school where students can
study the International
Baccalaureate (IB) diploma. 

The IB has perhaps traditionally
been seen as the preserve of the
independent sector but of the 95
schools now authorised to offer the
IB diploma 51 are in the state
sector in over 30 different local
authority areas. 

The new proposals will mean
around 100 extra schools or
colleges offering the IB diploma
and a significant proportion of
these are likely to be sixth form
colleges. The move has been
welcomed by the IB, though every
new school/college has to be
authorised by the IB to offer the
diploma and meet a rigorous set of
criteria before being accepted to
offer their programmes. This
process may take two years or
more.

The IB diploma is organised in
what is termed a ‘hexagon’. In the
core of the hexagon every student
has to do an extended essay
(4,000 words) on a topic of their
choice. This is externally assessed
by the IBO. They also have to do a
‘Theory of Knowledge’ course and
complete a programme of
community, action and service
(CAS) projects. Outside of this

core, the hexagon consists of six
different groups of subjects. These
include a language, a second
language, individuals and societies,
science, maths and the arts. 

Economics and business &
management fit into group 3
(individuals and societies) and are
both offered at higher level (HL)
and standard level (SL). Also in
group 3 are subjects like
philosophy, history, geography,
psychology, social anthropology
and information and technology in
a global society (ITGS). Students
generally choose one subject from
this group at either higher or
standard level. 

Both economics and business are

mainly externally assessed at the
end of the two year programme,
but also include an internally
assessed element. In the case of
business & management this is a
research project based on a
business of the students’ choice
looking at a problem or issue faced
by the business. In economics the
students do a commentary based
on a series of topical economics
articles. For more information on
the IBO and their programmes,
why not have a look at the IBO
web site - www.ibo.org. 

Andy Beharrell

www.ibo.org 
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AQA Business Studies ‘A’ Level
AQA’s new specification is a work in progress.  
It retains many of the features of the current
specification and assessment package but a
number of important changes are emerging.
Firstly, prior to any of the development work
market research was carried out with centres
and Universities to identify the needs of students,
teachers and higher education.  This information
has shaped the work of the development team.

The AS specification has been slimmed down to allow
more flexibility in delivery in year 12.  The Operations
Management section has been extensively re-written to
reflect the services bias of the UK economy.  Many of
the External Influences materials have been transferred

to the A2 specification to meet the requirements of
QCA’s Business Studies subject criteria.  The A2
specification looks at larger businesses and takes an
international perspective of business activities.  It builds
on the material covered at AS but is being written to be
clearly separate and different.  

The assessment package will allow centres to enter
students for examinations in January and June in years
12 and 13.  The AS assessment will rely heavily on data
response questions and will not contain any pre-issued
materials.  The A2 assessment is not finalised at the
time of writing.

Malcolm Surridge  - AQA

Cambridge Pre-U
You are probably aware that the
University of Cambridge International
Examinations (CIE) is developing a
new qualification called the
Cambridge Pre-U, which aims to

prepare young people for their undergraduate
studies. 

Information from the awarding body suggests that the
proposed offer is distinctive from A Level in several
respects.  The Cambridge Pre-U includes subject
syllabuses that will provide opportunities for students to
go deeper into their chosen specialisms, assessment
will be more stretching at the top end, and there is
greater scope for independent research. The
assessment will be linear, with all examinations for
Principal subjects being taken at the end of the two
year study period. It is also distinctive from A Level in
that students will have the opportunity to qualify for the
overarching Diploma. This will provide a challenging and
rigorous preparation for university study.

The consultation period for the first wave of syllabuses
which include Economics and Business Studies is now
over and the awarding body is now in the process of
revising them in the light of the feedback received. The

draft syllabuses in the second wave of subjects will be
published for consultation in March 2007. All syllabuses
will be finalised for September 2007, with first teaching
in September 2008.

Further information on the Cambridge Pre-U, including
draft syllabuses, can be found by going to the CIE
website on www.cie.org.uk, clicking on ‘Qualifications
and Diplomas’ and then on the Cambridge Pre-U icon
under ‘CIE Specialisms’. 

If you have questions, would like more information, or
wish to discuss the Cambridge Pre-U you should
contact Russell Wareing.  Russell’s email address is
russellwareing@yahoo.com.
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There was no specific report about any subject
areas in this Annual Report although a
specialist Business Education report will be
published in 2007.  However there was mention
of Financial Capability and Enterprise
Education. The report is available on
http://live.ofsted.gov.uk/publication/
annualreport0506/  .  The following are notes
taken from Para 358 to Para 363.

● “Evidence from the pilot survey inspections carried 
out in secondary schools suggested that relatively 
little attention was being given to financial capability
and that expertise in teaching in this area was 
limited.  Consequently Ofsted will conduct a fuller 
survey of financial capability from the autumn of 
2006.”

● A report on enterprise education addressed the 
problems of definition and thus the lack of clarity in 
many schools about what enterprise education 
means. Where the objectives of enterprise 
education had not been fully understood, schools 
focused on much that was peripheral. In the 
schools in which staff were clear about the 
objectives, there was an awareness of the 
knowledge, skills and attributes they wanted 
students to develop by the end of Key Stage 4.  
In these schools the programmes included a 
combination of suspended timetable days, cross 
curricular approaches and dedicated time, for 
example in personal, social and health education or
citizenship. It requires both continuing professional 
development and experience for all staff to develop
these skills. 

Why study economics?

Ofsted Annual Report - November 2006

Have you visited this website lately? It has
recently been relaunched following a
redesign and the addition of new material. 
It will help with information for open
evenings. It has an informative student
section, ideas for teachers and useful links.
The statistical section has interesting data
on student numbers, graduate incomes and
various hard-to-find figures relating to
recruitment to the subject.

The site has been developed by the Economics
Network and the Royal Economics Society. It is
user friendly and avoids any attempt at a hard sell.

The Economics Network is one of a network of
24 subject centres that promote high quality
learning and teaching in their respective HE
communities. It is part of the HE Academy, a new
initiative funded by the UK HE funding councils,
that provides institutional and discipline-specific
support for enhancing teaching and learning
across HE. It is based at the University of Bristol’s
Institute for Learning and Research Technology
(ILRT).

http://whystudyeconomics.ac.uk/


