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THE ECONOMICS & BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
The Professional Subject Association for Teachers and Lecturers of Economics and Business Studies

From: Duncan Cullimore
Chief Executive, EBEA

April 2008

What can the EBEA do for you?

The EBEA is the professional subject association for teachers and lecturers of business and
economics. It is a charity run by teachers and is independent of government and business. It
has 1,800 members and grew by over 10 per cent in the last twelve months. It provides
unbiased reviews of teaching materials and information about approaches to teaching and
departmental management. It also has a specific brief to develop materials and networks to
support the teaching of economic wellbeing. 

Key member benefits include a termly magazine (Teaching Business & Economics), monthly
newsletters, a website and networking events including conferences and workshops. 

The EBEA provides you with the opportunity to take control of your professional
development and the development of your subject through engagement with your
professional community. It costs £50 per annum subscription for an individual or £85 per
annum for an institution. Schools and colleges often consider it worthwhile supporting the
cost of this outlay for the benefits accrued. An application form is enclosed and I look
forward to welcoming you (if you are not already a member).

This special edition of Teaching Business & Economics has been produced to celebrate the
launch of the new EBEA website and to promote the value of the member benefits. It
focuses on reviews of resources for the subjects we teach. You will find much more about
these in the learning and resources section of the website.

Also enclosed you will find a flyer and programme for the annual conference at Aston in
June. This conference will include sessions providing subject updates (economics and
business), curriculum updates (particularly related to economic wellbeing) and updates
related to approaches to teaching. The conference is a great opportunity to network as well
as to listen to speakers.

Yours sincerely

Duncan Cullimore
Chief Executive EBEA

The Forum
277 London Road
Burgess Hill
West Sussex
Rh15 9QU  

Tel: 01444 240150   
Fax: 01444 240101   
email: office@ebea.org.uk
website: www.ebea.org.uk

Duncan Cullimore



The EBEA has updated and revised its website
(www.ebea.org.uk). The new site not only looks
different, but it also has significantly increased
functions. We hope that you will enjoy using the
website and please feel free to get involved by
emailing me at office@ebea.org.uk. 

Open access pages

The site contains a significant amount of open access
material providing information about teaching
methods and recommended resources for teaching.
Most has been sponsored by the Training and
Development Agency for Schools (TDA), although
Becta and the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust
(SSAT) have also provided generously in previous
years. The TDA funding provides pages for those
involved in initial teacher training (lecturers, mentors
and trainees) as well as pages for experienced
teachers. Forthcoming events and membership
information is also freely accessible. All material is
downloadable, and much is in editable Word format
as well as pdf. 

Members only pages

If you are a member of the association, you have
access to an archive of the journals, an archive of
conference outcomes including PowerPoints and
videos, and the full content of the management
pages. These provide a rich source of training and
support related to teaching and management. You
can download all the material and edit most of it.

The tour

In the rest of this article, I will introduce and describe
the main sections on the website.

Events/Networking

This section focuses on the member benefits
associated with networking. Adverts for conferences
and workshops will be open access. Forums and blogs
may be open access or members only depending on
their topic. The archive of PowerPoints, handouts and
videos from conferences is members only and provides
an excellent source of teaching material as well as CPD.

Learning Resources

This section supports teaching for specific subjects and
courses: A level and GCSE Business Studies and
Economics, BTEC First and National Business, the
International Baccalaureate and Economic Wellbeing.
The focus is on recommended teaching approaches to
specific aspects of subjects and courses. It is open
access and is likely to be expanded to include support
for teaching new areas of the curriculum (such as the
diplomas being introduced from September 2008) and
other courses currently taught in the UK. 

Teaching Business & Economics

EBEA Website DUNCAN CULLIMORE

A tour of the new improved
EBEA website
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EBEA Website

Publications

Historically EBEA’s magazine, Teaching Business &
Economics, has been the main member benefit of the
association and it is still widely valued for teaching
and management purposes. This section contains the
magazine archive back to 2000 with editable Word
format editions since Autumn 2006. The whole archive
is indexed on separate web pages by author, topic,
edition and subject. It is all members only access. 

Management

This provides support for heads of department and
any others involved in managing the teaching of the
subject. It currently includes the draft checklist (see
page 8) as well as support for curriculum mapping and
marketing. When it is fully operational it will be partly
open access and partly members only.

Developing Expertise

These pages are focused on the generic skills and
expertise involved in teaching our subjects. They are
for everyone and are all open access. Some pages
focus on the needs of student teachers, mentors and
teacher educators, but many will be equally relevant
to experienced teachers to dip into for reference. 

About Us 
The about us section includes information about the
EBEA and a guide to navigating the web pages. If you
need help getting into the members-only pages or
accessing open access pdfs please see the help pages
in this section or email the office using the “contact
us” button. Indeed you can use the email facility in
the “contact us” page to provide feedback on any
aspect of the EBEA’s work, including responses to any
issues raised by this magazine or our other
publications.

Duncan Cullimore is chief 
executive of the EBEA
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Distance learning MA modules

The EBEA is working with the University of
Warwick and the University of Brighton to offer
modules focused on aspects of business and
economics education for teachers of these
subjects. The modules provide points for a
postgraduate certificate and they can be put
towards MA accreditation. This initiative has
been partly funded by the TDA.

This article concerns the offer at Warwick. If you are
interested in finding out more about this one, then
you should contact Brian Sanderson (see contact
information below). If you would prefer to work at
Brighton, you should contact Marian Kenward.

The Warwick Institute of Education in conjunction with
the EBEA has established a Postgraduate Certificate in
Applied Education and Training. The certificate is
designed to provide opportunities for teachers of
applied education to develop their knowledge and
understanding of current developments in this area
and to develop links between business and education.
The course consists of two components: leading
educational enquiry,  and business and education.

Leading educational enquiry

This module equips teachers with the knowledge 
and skills required to undertake small-scale 
research and development projects within their 
own professional settings. Examples include:

● the impact of self-assessment on attainment, 
motivation and confidence of BTEC students

● researching the effectiveness of assessment for 
learning on the development of student 
coursework

● the impact of effective ICT in the business 
classroom. 

Business and education
This module provides the opportunity for teachers to
work with businesses and to develop teaching and

learning resources that will enhance classroom practice.
It will involve setting up an appropriate business
placement. Participants will be involved in a business
experience with organisations such as Birmingham
International Airport and English Heritage. 

Feedback from teachers

“I would highly recommend this course. The
opportunity to carry out research focused on my
teaching practice has been enlightening.” 
Paul Bentley, Colton Hills School.

“To date, I have found the course a useful blend of
academic thinking and practical application. This
combination of intellectual stimulation, linked to
classroom practice is extremely rewarding.” 
Susie Stevens-Hoare, Southam College.

“It has given me the opportunity to expand on my
ideas and put them into practice through the context
of action research. I would highly recommend this
course for any enthusiastic teachers of business
education.”
Jenni Delaney, Archbishop Grimshaw RC School.

For further information

University of Warwick course
Contact: Brian Sanderson,
brian.sanderson@warwick.ac.uk

University of Brighton course
Contact: Marian Kenward,
M.A.Kenward@brighton.ac.uk

Stop Press

The EBEA has now received funding approval to
support two further modules. These will be on
enterprise and economic wellbeing. These will be
offered through Warwick and Brighton and,
additionally, through Roehampton and Hertfordshire
universities. Please contact the EBEA office if you
would like more information.

DUNCAN CULLIMORE AND BRIAN SANDERSON
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The EBEA and continuing professional
development: new initiatives and partnerships
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The EBEA department checklist and the
EBEA quality mark 

Self-evaluation is now an essential skill for any teacher
and particularly for any curriculum leader. In order to
support teachers and heads of department in our
subjects, the EBEA is developing a self-evaluation
checklist and a service to accredit its use. The checklist
focuses on the areas of quality in teaching and
managing the development of our subjects. The
quality mark provides recognition of the effective use
of the checklist. 

The checklist will be on the management pages of the
EBEA website. The quality mark accreditation will be
given by trained EBEA assessors and will be charged at
cost as a member benefit. This development is being
sponsored by the TDA. It will be trialled during 2008
and launched officially in January 2009.

The draft checklist is currently free to view on the
management section of the EBEA website. It will be
trialled in 50 schools and colleges during this year.

Duncan Cullimore is chief executive of the
EBEA. Brian Sanderson is subject leader
PGCE Business Education at Warwick
Institute of Education.
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About the conference

Keynote speakers this year include Professor Peter
Sinclair, Department of Economics, University of
Birmingham, speaking on the credit crunch and its
impact on business, and Levi Roots of Reggae Reggae
Sauce fame, speaking about the development of his
business in the current economic environment. 

The conference takes place at a time of massive
economic and educational change. It offers
inspirational speakers, high quality professional
development workshops, seminars and lectures,
research presentations, a major publisher’s exhibition,
social events and the chance to be involved in the
work of the association.

The conference brings together teachers and lecturers
from the full range of schools and colleges to learn,
discuss, debate and work together. This year’s theme

of developing excellence will enable us to reflect on
how best to improve our practice in the current
climate of change. The conference sessions will focus
on approaches to teaching and updates on business
and economic theory. 

The programme identifies sessions and pathways in
these categories:

● Economics and Business Studies

● Economics

● Business Studies 

● Initial Teacher Education (students and lecturers) 
and Research

● Management

● Economic Wellbeing

● Fieldwork

9Teaching Business & Economics

EBEA Conference 2008: Briefing
and conference programme

Aston Business School Conference Centre 
Friday 6 June and Saturday 7 June 2008

Full resident cost: 
£265 EBEA members, £325 non-members
(includes one year’s EBEA membership)

One-day attendance:
Now booking for one day, price £80
members, £105 non members

Booking:
Please use printed booking form or
download on website www.ebea.org.uk

For information on exhibiting,
advertising and sponsorship: 
Visit www.ebea.org.uk or please contact
Claire Johnson at the EBEA office 
Email: office@ebea.org.uk 
Telephone: 01444 240150

EBEA Conference



EBEA Conference Programme 2008

Teaching Business & Economics

Time Economics and Business Economics Focus Business Focus Fieldwork
Research and Initial 
Teacher Education

8.30 Exhibition opens

9.00 Registration and refreshments

10.00 Open conference and introduction

10.15 – 11.15
Keynote: The credit crunch * 

Professor Peter Sinclair,
University of Birmingham

11.20 – 11.50 Electronic starters *
Kevin Abbott Teaching the new A level

Economics specs
Paul Clarke 

New diplomas – the
awards and their
implementation

MA seminar

11.55 – 12.25 The new GCSE specifications

12.30 – 1.30 Lunch and exhibition

Field trip to
Kenilworth Castle
(English Heritage)

Brian Sanderson and
Jim Byng

1.30 – 2.30
Keynote: They meant well: 

government project disasters
David Myddelton

Introducing the IT diploma PGCE student presentations *

2.35 – 3.15 Marketing economics and business
A level Economics

masterclass *
Lucy Hewitson

Teaching the new A level
specs for Business Studies *

Ian Marcousé

Professional development by
improving teaching & learning:

A Staffordshire project

3.20 - 3.45 Refreshments

3.45 – 4.35
Teaching company accounts *

Ian Marcousé

Is monetary policy working?
Professor Patrick Minford

Cardiff University

Teaching retail
Barbara Walman and 

Jill Ditch

Financial capability in schools 
and ITE: pfeg

Julia Owens and Marilyn Holness

4.40 – 5.15 AGM and exhibition close

5.20 – 6.00 Regional group meetings PGCE tutors and students meeting *

7.00 Wine reception and teacher award *

7.30 Conference dinner

9.00 After dinner speech

9.30 Social

EBEA Annual Conference – Developing Excellence
Friday 6th June – Aston Business School Conference Centre – Programme

Time Economics and Business Teaching Management Economic Wellbeing

9.00 Registration and refreshments

10.00 Open conference and introduction

10.15 – 11.15
Keynote: Developing a business in 

the current economic climate *
Levi Roots, Reggae Reggae Sauce

11.15 – 11.45 Refreshments

11.45 – 12.45
Developing a critical economics 

and business studies *
Stephen Barnes

Becoming a new head of department 
John Gibb

Economic wellbeing: developing 
high quality learning

David Butler (HMI) and Prue Huddleston

12.45 – 1.45 Lunch

1.45 – 2.15 Using the EBEA website as a CPD tool *
Building quality: The EBEA 

self-evaluation checklist and quality mark
Teaching the IFS

Tom Smith

Economic wellbeing:
activities linking CEG with

PSHE and WRL
June Jensen (ACEG)

2.20 – 2.50 President’s lecture: National road user 
charging – don’t shoot economists

Professor Colin Bamford

Innovation in enterprise *  
Jim Byng

2.50 – 3.20 Engaging businesses in business education *
Ali Pinnock and Stuart Langworthy

3.20 Close

* Pathway for PGCE students

EBEA Annual Conference – Developing Excellence
Saturday 7th June – Aston Business School Conference Centre – Programme
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ICT Resource Reviews

Teaching Business & Economics

Introduction

Taking time to evaluate ICT resources carefully
before using them is almost impossible for the
busy teacher. The reviews in this special issue
of Teaching Business & Economics should help
to save search time and give an indication of
where to find the “right horse” for your
course and your students.

These reviews have been grouped by subject
and level of course. However, there are
several resources that work for more than one
course. These appear in several different
places. Teachers will have a very individual
view of the ways in which these sites can be
used in different contexts. The suggestions
provided by reviewers should be useful in the
context of the course concerned.

In particular, some of the sites suggested for
GCSE courses are also useful at A level,
depending on the abilities and previous
experience of students. Similarly a site
designed primarily for A level students, could
be used for GCSE courses with some selection
and adaptation.

We do not have the space to review all the
courses that you teach. The ICT resource
reviews for A level Business Studies, BTEC First
in Business and Economics GCSE will be
carried in future editions of Teaching Business
& Economics.

Nancy Wall. editor of Teaching
Business & Economics.

As teachers we need reliable and consistent
sources that we can quickly incorporate into
existing schemes of work. This article provides
an overview and evaluation of some useful 
IT-based resources. These are grouped into
internet-based resources and licensed software.
Where appropriate, alternative resources are
suggested and a brief evaluation provided.

INTERNET RESOURCES

The internet is a fantastic source of up-to-date
information for GCSE Business Studies. Look carefully
and there are lesson plans for every topic, video clips,
news articles, worksheets...the list is endless. With so
many resources available, the choice can be
overwhelming, and teachers rarely have time to
simply surf. So here are some selections.

Business Studies Online
www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk
The website is aimed primarily at GCSE students. This
is reflected in the layout, topics and links. 
It is primarily designed to be used interactively by
students and, as such, contains resources to be viewed
and worked through online. Activities and revisions
notes are grouped by specification and by topic,
making it easy to navigate and to find resources
quickly.

The interactive nature of the website is designed to
encourage self-guided learning.

This has some appealing and engaging activities.
Personally, I have reservations about activities that just
use ICT for the sake of it, and a number of activities
here fit this description. While some of the interactive
activities are ideal for lightning revision classes, they
cannot easily be used to assess learning. The addition
of a printable summary at the end of activities to
validate attainment would make it more useful.
However, this is a highly recommended resource for
students to test their knowledge outside of the
classroom. 

11

GCSE Business Studies: using IT to
enhance teaching and learning

SANDRA DONNELLY



ICT Resource Reviews
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BBC Schools
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business/
This offers an alternative to Business Studies Online. 
It is a slick website designed for students offering
revision presentations and quizzes. The rather limited
range of business studies resources lacks depth in
places, so it caters primarily for last minute revision.
The content is particularly suitable for less able
students and supported by an excellent basic revision
guide, but is less appealing to and less useful for more
able students. There is less scope to incorporate the
resources into the classroom.

BBC news
news.bbc.co.uk
The BBC news website provides a constantly updated
supply of topical news items relevant to all aspects of

the business studies syllabus. News reports, both
current and past, used in the classroom can quickly
engage students and make topics and concepts
relevant. They also help to demonstrate and develop
the all important examination skill of application.
With very little time and effort, this website can bring
the real world of business into the classroom.

This website is a fantastic teaching resource. It is easy
to use in the classroom. The depth and quality of
material, which is easy to search, means that is simple
to bring the real world into the classroom. Used as
stimulus material, it is unparalleled in finding bang
up-to-date news items that are relevant to students.
The news articles are designed to be accessible to all,
yet will provide a level of analysis that will challenge
more able students.

12

Advantages Disadvantages

● Range of interactive activities and resources for 
all aspects of GCSE

● Online activities, such as Fling the Teacher, are 
appealing to GCSE students

● Good guide to establishing the right level and 
depth to pitch information

● Can provide basis for good interactive classroom 
activities, particularly for starter and plenary tasks 

● Good resource for students to consolidate 
learning out of school – fab for revision

● Many students use this outside of school and it is 
great to offer for a lunch or break clubs

● Revision presentations for all topics available

● The activities support self-assessment of learning 
rather than exploration or discovery

● Hard to gauge attainment, so activities either 
need to be used in a very controlled way or to 
reinforce learning

● Some activities could be easily replicated in a class
environment, so unless there are dedicated PCs 
this may not be a good use of resources

● Some revision presentations are a bit lengthy and 
may not be accessible for all students
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Advantages Disadvantages

● Up-to-date and relevant items can be found quickly on the news 
home page

● Videos of many news reports can viewed online in the classroom 
● News reports are in a printable format
● The vast archive of reports can be quickly and easily searched
● A key word search can often throw up quirky and engaging items, 

such as a video about Christmas trees for supply and demand
● Most articles have relevant links to support further research by 

students
● News is about problems – fantastic for evaluation and 

problem-solving activities
● It is almost impossible not to find an item to illustrate a particular 

topic or concept
● News clips are short and sweet, so gaining and maintaining attention
● News videos are accessible to all and often provide illustrated and 

simple analysis

● Some of the language used 
may not be accessible to all 
students

● Video content cannot be 
downloaded and saved 
so streaming capability is 
needed

● Although this can be accessed
online by students, the sheer 
volume of material may be 
overwhelming for some 
students
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The Times 100
www.thetimes100.co.uk
This website provides case studies for each Times 100
company, with each clearly linked to a specific topic
area. The case studies are updated annually.

If used well, this has the potential to be a powerful
resource. It covers well-known companies, many of
which should be familiar to students of all ages.
Research shows that familiarity with a company
engages interest and help students make meaningful
links with the syllabus. 

Overall, this is excellent and comprehensive learning
resource. Case studies can be printed out and used by
teachers to support classroom activities or accessed by
students within an ICT suite. An educator section
provides some simple ideas to maximise the use of the
case studies, such as the Coca-Cola problem-solving
activity in the work-related learning section. The
inclusion of relevant activities for specific topics would
be a fantastic addition. However, the main concern is
the positive nature of the case studies which can make
them a little bland.

UpMyStreet
www.upmystreet.com
This website provides information about towns and
neighbourhoods across the UK and as such is an
excellent source of information for research tasks.

This is a website that students frequently enjoy using.
Students invariably start by looking at the statistics of
their own neighbourhood, making the data more
relevant and easy to understand. The data is well
presented and easy to find. As a one-stop shop of
neighbourhood statistics, research and analysis tasks
can be easily created which require students only to
use this website – making the management and
support of students during tasks straightforward.

National Statistics
www.statistics.gov.uk
This offers an alternative (or supplement) to
UpMyStreet. This website provides a vast range of

national statistical data, including neighbourhood,
social and economic data. Although a great source of
data that teachers can adapt for use in the classroom,
the website itself is hard to use within the classroom
or by students. It is easy enough to navigate, but the
breadth of options and the raw nature of the data
can make it daunting for all but the most able
students. 

Other websites
With limited space it is impossible to provide an
evaluation of all useful websites. Some websites that
may be worth looking at are: 

● Dragons’ Den (www.bbc.co.uk/dragonsden) – 
engaging clips from the current series. Ideal for 
stimulating debate or starting a discussion about
a related concept.

● Working Lunch
(news.bbc.co.uk/1/programmes/working_lunch/) 
– range of clips and analysis. Perhaps more 
useful for AS/A2 but throws up some interesting 
discussion points.

● YouTube (www.youtube.com/uk) – fantastic 
source of clips, including adverts and product 
promotions. A key limitation is the ability to 
control student access.

13

Advantages Disadvantages

● Well-written, ready-to-print case studies for 
specific topics with relevant questions

● Can choose “brief study” versions or full versions

● The list includes companies of interest to the 
students

● Work-related learning section has several 
excellent lesson plans that can be adapted

● Format is appealing to students and it is easy for 
students to search by company

● Jargon and theory guides are provided if students
come across unfamiliar content

● What to do with the case studies – there are 
limited suggestions for activities or use

● The focus on successful companies limits 
opportunities for problem-solving activities

● Glossy and PR friendly case studies can be a little 
bland

● Can be difficult to locate case studies for specific 
topics using the keyword search
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SOFTWARE AND LICENSED RESOURCES

Well-designed, syllabus-specific resources are
invaluable for hardworking teachers. Some software
products can be used by the teacher to help create
classroom resources, others are designed for use in the
classroom by students. The software highlighted here
features different resources that have been used
within school. 

Interactive Business Studies Charts
Daydream Education, classroom licence £199
Posters supplied by Daydream are familiar to many
business studies teachers and students. This innovative
software for use in the classroom brings these ideas to
life with interactive online charts, activities and
quizzes. The resource is organised into sections that
mirror the modules of the syllabus. Each module
contains a range of activities on each of the key
topics.

This is a very appealing and fairly comprehensive
resource that introduces all the key concepts and tests
basic understanding. It is easy to use and provides
material for one or two lessons on each topic without
need for detailed preparation. This frees up valuable
teaching time to focus on learning and support. The

key limitation is the depth of the software: it is an
ideal introduction to the topics but does not test or
develop higher order skills. More able students are
likely to need extension tasks.

eCase Studies for Business 
Heinemann, network licence £295
This software provides an alternative to textbook case
studies. The software includes a range of video case
studies with supporting assignments and resources.
The video case studies are an excellent way to enable
students with poor literacy skills to access the
material, in addition to catering for the needs of
visual and auditory learners. The videos link to specific
topics within the syllabus, and people in real
businesses explain how their company uses business
tools and concepts. 

This is a useful resource that makes the curriculum
more accessible to students with different learning
needs and styles. The video clips and transcripts are
reinforced by the range of case studies that can be
differentiated by syllabus and ability. The supporting
pdf resources help to illustrate concepts and provide
discussion points. A small concern is the range of
companies included in the case studies, which may

14

Advantages Disadvantages

● Easy to search: simply type in a postcode or town name to access local
information

● Provides statistics, such as demographics, population for specific 
locations

● Provides local information such as listings of companies, transport, etc.
● Easy for students to navigate 
● The data is reliable and verifiable
● Statistics, such as population data, are provided in charts and tables, 

making it accessible and easy to analyse

● No explanation of data means
that statistics could be 
misinterpreted

● Some students may find the 
data over simplified

● National data is not provided
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Advantages Disadvantages

● Visually appealing and well laid out

● Easy to navigate and the resources can be used on a whiteboard or by
students on individual PCs

● All charts are interactive and clicking on each section of the chart 
accesses additional notes and a relevant activity

● All topics are supported by a printable worksheet, quiz and 
detailed notes

● The online activity for each topic is timed and provides 
immediate feedback

● A calculator is provided within the software

● The content is generic and unlikely to date

● No differentiation between 
higher and foundation levels, 
nor syllabus

● Online activities require 
application of knowledge 
only, not analysis and 
evaluation

● Relevant licences are required
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limit familiarity and engagement. But as a resource
for use by teachers, the key disappointment is the
need to spend time sorting through the resources to
find all the elements and then to decide how to use
them. The provision of summary sheets for each topic,
with links to all the relevant resources would be
helpful.

Clipbank 
Channel 4, price per school on application
This resource provides a broad range of clips from
Channel 4 educational programmes. It is designed for
key stage 4 but it is not limited to business studies. 

Within the business studies menu the video clips are
organised into modules and then into topics. Each clip
can be used by the teacher to support planning and

there are student resources for use in the classroom –
either online or in printed format.

This recently introduced resource has fantastic
potential. The resource is very well conceived and
covers all aspects of the syllabus. The layout makes it
easy find an appropriate clip and all relevant student
and teacher resources are quickly located. Although
some preparation will be needed beforehand the site
makes it easy by providing all the information needed
with the clip in a consistent format. The main
limitation is the licensing requirement – in our school
this has been adopted as a whole school solution.

Sandra Donnelly teaches at Fallibroome
High School, Warrington, Cheshire.
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Advantages Disadvantages

● Provides video case studies for people, finance, 
production and marketing

● Each module is linked to a business and contains 
videos, assignments and resources

● Each video has a supporting transcript in Word, 
ideal for creating note-taking sheets

● Assignments are linked to syllabus and include 
higher and foundation versions

● Each video links to an assignment that can be 
completed in Word or printed out

● Each assignment has supporting pdf resources to 
be viewed online or printed

● Relevant licences are needed

● The featured companies – a college, an 
educational publisher and a caterer – may not 
engage students’ interest

● Not all aspects of the syllabus are covered, a 
notable omission is external influences

● Case study videos are likely to date

● The format and layout are aimed at teachers 
rather than students

● Not an off-the-shelf lesson resource – it needs 
preparation to use effectively

● No mark schemes supplied
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Advantages Disadvantages

● Well-selected clips supported by worksheets and teacher resources
● Well-designed site and menus making it quick and easy to incorporate 

into lessons
● Can navigate through subject menus or complete key word searches
● Clips are engaging and short enough to maintain attention, but also 

provide depth
● Clips available for all aspects of the syllabus
● A transcript is provided in Word for each video clip which can be used to 

create note-taking sheets and worksheets
● There is a summary of key vocabulary used in each clip
● Clips can be downloaded and saved, so could be imported to Movie Maker 

and edited by students for future presentation
● New clips coming online frequently and an online calendar shows topic 

release dates
● Some lesson plans provided for related problem-solving activities

● Clips and worksheets 
do not specifically 
differentiate between 
higher and foundation 
levels, nor by 
specification 

● Limited, but broad, 
range of business 
studies clips at present

● Relevant licences are 
required (cost may 
make the resource a 
whole school rather 
than departmental 
option)



The general opinion is that there tends to be far
more online resources for business studies than
for economics. However, if you are willing to
search the web, there are many sites which can
aid your teaching. This review will focus on
several of the major websites. In writing this
review, I have drawn upon my own teaching
experience and also consulted a range of
colleagues. 

There are two major objectives in writing this review.
The first, in focusing on useful websites, is to aid
trainee and newly qualified teachers as well as more
experienced colleagues who might have a limited
knowledge of online resources. The second objective
is to encourage a debate on the subject. This review is
certainly not definitive. Indeed it is only my personal
viewpoint and those of the colleagues I canvassed.
Therefore it is important that if this review is to be of
any merit, it is expanded, challenged and discussed. It
is hoped that teaching professionals will try out some
of the links. Feedback is welcome (send any comments
to the editor of Teaching Business & Economics).

Biz/ed
www.bized.co.uk
Biz/ed is a website for students and educators in
economics. It is part of the Cengage Learning EMEA
group (formerly Thomson Learning). The website is
fully comprehensive, covering all aspects of the
specification. There is no doubt that it is one of the
leading sites for resources to aid teaching and
learning in A level Economics. One of its major
strengths is a whole series of activities and lesson
plans that educators can use within their schemes of
work. In addition, there are some fantastic virtual
models and a good range of classroom games. I
particularly like the game that focuses learning on the
topic of economic growth (see
www.bized.co.uk/educators/games/growth/index.htm).
However, one of the criticisms of the site is that lesson
suggestions tend to be reliant on access to computer
facilities, which might not always be available in
schools and colleges. In addition, some of the material
might be updated a little more frequently. 

tutor2u 
www.tutor2u.net 
Tutor2u was founded by Geoff and Jim Riley. The site
has undergone significant development in recent
months, with the provision of inset courses for
teachers and lecturers as well as revision courses for
students. There are several useful sections to this site.
Revision materials – consisting of both PowerPoint
presentations and revision notes – cover a whole
variety of different topics within the specification.
Although these are all free to use, the limitation is
that they do not tend to be regularly updated and
the PowerPoint presentations cannot be saved and
then updated by educators. There is, however, a
useful blog produced by Geoff Riley of Eton College
and a subscription-based publication Economax, which
consists of a series of 300-400 word articles on topical
subjects. These are useful in class as discussion points
and the basis of stimulus questions. 

The Times 100
www.thetimes100.co.uk/index.php
The Times 100 is predominately a resource for
business studies students and teachers. The teacher
resource centre has a whole area of teaching
materials including lesson plans and worksheets.
However, there are certain areas of the site which are
useful for economics students, particularly the section
on finance which includes resources on economic
influences and international trade. This site does not
purport to be a portal for economics educators and its
resources are biased towards business studies.
However, it is worth exploring.

BBC business and economics news
news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/economy/default.stm 
The BBC website has to be one of the most
comprehensive sites available. It is also updated with
amazing regularity. From the news home page,
navigate to the business section and then within that
to the economy page. Here you will discover a series
of articles from home and abroad, together with live
market data and links to video and audio news. These
video clips are a useful addition to insert into lessons.

ANDY REEVE
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Websites to aid teaching and
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There are also helpful links to BBC programmes such as
Working Lunch. The site should always be used in
conjunction with other news sites (as a cross
reference).

The Economist
www.economist.com 
The Economist has a comprehensive site covering
global economic and business issues. Its website is a
useful tool for an economics educator and although a
lot of the resources on the site can only accessed by
subscribers, there are some areas which are free to
view. One area of particular use is
www.economist.com/countries, which provides a
profile of various countries around the world. This part
of the site is provided in conjunction with the
Economist Intelligence Unit. Although, this is a useful
website for up-to-date material, care should be
exercised as some of the articles have a distinct free
trade, laissez-faire bias. 

Financial Times
www.ft.com 
Although I do not wish to discuss all quality newspaper
websites here, there is justification to mention the
website of the Financial Times. The website is simply a
business and economic news portal. It covers news
events on a global scale. The site does not provide
anything other than pure journalism, however the
quality of the writing and research is of real merit and
it should be one of the favourites for any educator. 

S-cool
www.s-cool.co.uk 
Most educators and students will be aware of this
website, which provides revision notes for students.
The website is very easy to navigate around and is
clearly set out. This site is useful to support teaching
and ideal for students to undertake independent
learning. The material is set out mainly in bullet
points, providing a concise set of notes. However, this
site is not designed to stretch your more able students,
and it certainly is not designed to support you in
developing your own knowledge.

CIA World Factbook
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/
the-world-factbook/index.html
The Central Intelligence Agency website may not be an
obvious choice for economics educators. However,
apart from allowing you to report a potential terrorist
attack, the site has a detailed factbook providing 
in-depth information about all the nations in the

world. My colleagues and I find this site particularly
useful when teaching development economics. We
have used it to support students in independent
learning tasks linked to taught material. For example,
it might be used to allow students to explore the
various domestic problems faced by a particular
developing nation.

HM Treasury
www.hm-treasury.gov.uk 
This is the online home of HM Treasury. I find this a
useful site, particularly when teaching
macroeconomics. Obviously the site is constantly
updated and you can download any press release or
speech related to central government macroeconomic
policy. Information related to the annual budget, the
pre-budget report and the annual spending review are
also downloadable from this site. One interesting
resource on this site is the Treasury’s YouTube channel,
a link to YouTube where you can interesting footage
such as “Behind the scenes on budget day”. Another
resource which could be used in conjunction with the
Treasury material is the Bank of England website
(www.bankofengland.co.uk). This has basic data such
as current interest rates and target rates, as you (or
your students) can download the annual inflation
report.

Higher Education Academy
www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/links 
The Higher Education Academy has a comprehensive
economics portal designed for educators in higher
education. If you have not accessed this site before
then I encourage you to do so. It provides a whole
array of links to various online resources and learning
and teaching materials. One interesting set of links is
to the homes of several of the world’s central banks.
This site is useful for developing your own knowledge
and helping in the preparation of lessons. It is worth
encouraging your gifted students to explore some its
content in a structured manner.

Intute
www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/economics 
This is another site designed to support colleagues in
the higher education sector, but is easily accessible for
all educators. The site has learning and teaching
resources for all branches of economics, split up into
clearly labelled categories such as econometrics, labour
economics and decision making. 

Andy Reeve teaches at 
The Kings School, Macclesfield. 
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EconomicsUK
www.economicsuk.com

This is the website of David Smith, economics editor of
the Sunday Times. Written by an economic journalist
for the informed reader, this website has one huge
advantage and one huge disadvantage for students.
On the plus side, it avoids lots of economic theory but,
as one person’s view, it must be read in a critical
manner. The down side is that it will not provide the
basic subject knowledge that is available on sites such
as tutor2u.

The site always features David Smith’s latest article
from the Sunday Times. At the time of writing, this
was on transport and it could have been easily
downloaded, or cut and pasted into Word, for use in a
class on market failure. There is an index which
students might find quite difficult at first to use. The
“monthly archives” is just a list of dates (January 2008
and so on), so unless you know roughly when the
article you wanted appeared it is useless. Equally, the
category archives are unhelpful for anyone looking
for a specific topic. These are really for browsing,
something most students are unlikely to be willing 
to do. 

The search facility, however, is far more useful. On
typing in “monetary policy” up came a page with two
boxes: “match case” and “Regex search”. It seems that
ticking both will generate a useful list of previous
articles. For example, this produced:

● Shadow MPC votes 7-2 to hold Bank Rate
Posted March 2, 2008 08:59 AM
In its latest monthly email poll (carried out in 
conjunction with the Sunday Times) the Shadow 
Monetary Policy Committee (SMPC) voted by seven 
votes to two to leave UK Bank Rate unchanged at 
its current 51/4% on Thursday 6 March... 

● Shadow MPC votes 5-4 for a cut
Posted February 3, 2008 08:59 AM
At its latest meeting, the IEA’s Shadow Monetary 
Policy Committee (SMPC), a group of leading 
monetary economists that monitors developments 
in UK monetary policy, voted narrowly to cut the 
UK Bank Rate by 1/4%, rather than hold it at its... 

Reviewed by Clive Riches. 
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BTEC National tutors are always in need of high-
quality resources. While there seems to be a
plethora of resources online, the value of these
resources can, on occasion, be difficult to assess.
Sourcing the “useful” from the “not so useful”
can be time consuming and tedious. 

This article gives a brief review of online
resources available both to students and
teachers of business studies with a special focus
on BTEC National. Where a site does not directly
support BTEC, the article attempts to give some
suggestions on how the resources on offer can
be used, or adapted, for the BTEC course. 

Edexcel tutor support
www.edexcel.org.uk
Edexcel tutor support materials and unit specifications
provide extensive lists of websites and videos that can
be used to support delivery of the BTEC National.
These are clearly tailored for each individual unit. To
access these pdf documents, use the Edexcel website
navigation to go to the appropriate Business National
qualification page.

The websites listed feature a mix of public and private
organisations – some offer government information,
others are trade associations or private sector business
websites. It would be more useful for teachers if these

lists have been categorised in order of relevance to
grading criteria rather than just listed alphabetically
and if brief guidance had been given on how they
may be useful either to teachers or students. For
example, two websites listed as resources are ACAS
and National Statistics. It would be far more useful if
Edexcel could produce a similar commentary to that
provided in the box below.

Ferl
ferl.qia.org.uk 
This resource that can be useful to BTEC National
Business teachers. Although the site addresses the old
specifications, it is worth visiting as there are still
some relevant and engaging resources and activities.
To access to resources for business topics, following
these links: 

Teaching and learning
Teaching and learning resource bank

Teaching resources 
Business

Many of Ferl’s resources are simply links to other
websites, some of which are creative and interesting.
One resource of particular interest is a link to a US
website where the task is to “design a restaurant”.
Ferl also covers several BTEC National course topics
including management skills, business and finance,

MARGARET HANCOCK

19Teaching Business & Economics

Online resources to support 
BTEC National in Business

ACAS 
(www.acas.org.uk)
This is one of the recommend websites for unit 16.
There is much useful information on this site,
particularly in regard to employment rights. In terms
of language and layout, it is very accessible to the
average BTEC National student. 

National Statistics 
(www.statistics.gov.uk) 
This is recommended for several units, but there is
often no guidance about which part of the site may

be useful. It would have been more useful if teachers
and students alike had been directed specifically to
the “neighbourhood” link at the top of the home
page. This leads to a search window which allows
students to research population trends in their own
area. These datasets are easy to interpret for the
average BTEC National student. This is good area of
the site to recommend for developing students’
application and analysis skills, particularly in the areas
of marketing and business locations. In general, this
site has enormous potential to be a valuable resource
if it was easier to navigate.
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and human resource management. Although these
resources are not specifically tailored to the teaching
and learning of BTEC National Business, they do offer
some valuable interactive drag-and-drop exercises,
crosswords, and interactive PowerPoint presentations
with supporting exercises and multiple-choice
activities covering business location, owning business
premises, and the advantages and disadvantages of
working from home. 

Ferl is a worthy resource for the BTEC National
teacher. However, it is unfortunate that there is not
more BTEC material on this website as it is one of the
few sites suitable for independent learning. It should
be noted, however, that while students will almost
certainly find the activities on the Ferl website
enjoyable, they mostly test and extend knowledge,
rather than give opportunities to develop analytical
and evaluative skills. Furthermore, some activities are
at a level which would be more suited to BTEC First
students and, as such, are most likely to be suitable
only as reinforcement activities.

Biz/ed
www.bized.co.uk
Biz/ed offers a huge library of theory explanations,
presentations, worksheets, activities and simulations
covering most of the main business studies exam
board specifications. The virtual bank
(www.bized.co.uk/virtual/bank/business/index.htm) is
likely to be particularly useful, giving students and
teachers an insight into how areas of theory can be
grouped together and applied to a case study. There
are also printable worksheets.

Biz/ed, however, can be challenging to navigate, even
for very able BTEC National students. There are so
many resources on the site, not just for business itself,
but also in other disciplines such as retail and travel
and tourism. It is therefore advisable for teachers to
offer students some guidance on the specific resources
that they should access. Indeed, teachers are perhaps
better advised to use the site as part of their own
lesson preparation, to identify useful pages and then
modify the resources as appropriate for their students.

The Times 100
www.thetimes100.co.uk/index.php
The Times 100 has 13 lesson plans and worksheets
geared to the BTEC National Business, with several
specifically addressing the core units. The lesson plans
are very detailed, and in a format which the teacher
can simply download which makes them easily
adaptable. Furthermore, the resources are based on
real case studies, featuring many businesses that are

household names, and there is therefore scope in the
activities for students to develop their analytical skills
through their own knowledge or work experience,
giving the activities a truly vocational feel.

Steaming Custard 
www.steamingcustard.co.uk/ 
This is a new site developed specifically for students at
Ashton Sixth Form College in Lancashire. The site has
useful assignments, with linked glossaries, activities
and resources that would be especially useful for
teachers new to BTEC National Business. Due to the
fact that this has been specifically designed for
students at Ashton Sixth Form College, it only covers
the units being followed by the college. However, the
website is still in its infancy and it could prove an
extremely valuable resource in the future.

Other resources
Overall online resources dedicated to BTEC National
Business are fairly scarce, although websites targeted
at GCSE and GCE/A level Business Studies can still
prove very useful. These sites can be very useful for
teaching of theory, generating quizzes and preparing
revision resources:

● www.tutor2u.net/

● www.tptv-business-studies.co.uk/ 
(a subscription website)

● www.revision-notes.co.uk

The BTEC National Business series of books by David
Dooley, Robert Dransfield, John Goymer, and Philip
Arthur Guy (published by Heinemann) can be an
precious resource, especially for inexperienced BTEC
National Business teachers. The series is fully
networkable and is accompanied with a VLE
compliant CD-ROM containing customisable
worksheets and activities. 

Finally, one must remember that students nowadays
are more technologically equipped than the crew of
Star Trek. Encourage them to use their technical
gadgetry to practical use by recording interviews,
taking photos and videos on field visits, collating and
sharing research data, and monitoring progress
against deadlines.

Margaret is a retired head of business
studies and is the EBEA web manager.
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This article reviews some ICT-based resources
available to teach financial capability at key
stages 3 and 4. It focuses on the detailed
analysis of four resources. These are four rather
different resources, deliberately chosen in order
to provide a variety of useful teaching material
which complement each other well and can even
be integrated into one lesson if carefully
selected.

Pfeg 
www.pfeg.org
Pfeg does more than simply providing teaching
resources. The website offers a range of advice and
resources suitable for pupils of all ability levels, as
well as reflecting different social, economic and
cultural backgrounds. 

There are excellent resources for both key stages 3
and 4. Most materials are downloadable for free or
you can order a hard copy if you wanted. The website
is very easy to navigate with each key stage and topic
clearly referenced. All you need to do is choose the
key stage you need, then you will be automatically
presented with these options to explore further:

● Secondary resources – a directory of 
recommended secondary teaching resources which 
include websites, books, videos and lesson plans. 

● Bringing financial education to life – a 10 
minute video filmed in seven schools demonstrating
the range and diversity with which they integrate 
personal finance teaching into their timetables.

● Case studies – ideas and lesson plans to try out in 
the classroom or for teacher professional 
development. They can be developed to suit local 
contexts. These case studies should provide the 
impetus for schools and others to try out the ideas 
and to contribute to the ongoing dialogue about 
how best to develop financial capability in young 
people. 

● Cultural diversity bulletins – designed to give 
teachers and pupils an insight into how people may
experience personal finance differently. Each 
bulletin contains features, current affairs articles 
and factual information relating to the different 
dimensions of cultural diversity in today’s society. 
The material spans different economic, social, racial 
and religious groups. 

● Special needs – a pack that can be used with 
pupils with moderate to severe learning needs. 
Activities cover three levels of ability and bring 
together basic skills of coin recognition, addition of 
money and calculating change. Presented in a 
format that acknowledges the age and maturity of 
students. 

● The Oslem show – a video film featuring an 
improvised role-play using a Kilroy-style show 
format by pupils from Catford Girls School, London.
The students took on fictional characters for the 
chat show, and demonstrated their understanding 
of personal finance in a very creative, innovative 
and entertaining way.

The pfeg website is a great one-stop shop for
teaching financial capability at secondary level,
especially for those new to teaching the topic and
NQTs. There are materials on a variety of topics
including resources on savings, budgeting and loans. 

The website also has some very useful interactive
games and simulations, allowing students to learn
about personal finance while improving their ICT
skills. One resource that I would strongly recommend
is Your finance manager, an interactive computer
game that gives pupils the opportunity to develop
their budgeting skills in a fun way. Pupils become one
of six characters and aim to manage their money
effectively over the course of a year, while
encountering spending temptations, unforeseen
emergencies and opportunities to save.

AGNES CSERHATI
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Financial capability at key stages 3 and 4
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Teachers TV 
www.teachers.tv/video/browser/861
I believe that is very important to use a variety of
resources in order to cater for the needs of all
different types of learners and to keep students
engaged in the topic. However, it is just as important
that teachers are motivated and inspired about
teaching financial capability. For this reason, I
recommend that you have a look at three 15-minute
clips on the Teachers TV website. 

● Paying your own way features18 year-old Joe and 
his 16 year-old brother Tom setting up home on 
their own for the first time. The pair are given an 
average income for people their age and try to stay 
within budget as they make lifestyle decisions 
based on what they can and can’t afford. This is a 
student resource, designed to be shown in the 
classroom.

● The money quiz is intended for use by teachers and 
heads of department interested in finding out how 
to integrate personal finance education into school 
life and the curriculum in an engaging way. It shows
how a PSHE coordinator gets to grips with teaching 
financial education by drawing on information from
the government, charities and financial 
organisations.

● Catriona’s big day out is a clip originally designed 
for key stage 2 but I would certainly use it at key 
stage 3 or 4 to reinforce prior learning. It follows a 
ten year-old girl on her financial journey as she 
saves up and budgets for a day out for her parents 
and best friend. 

Two of these clips – Paying your own way and
Catriona’s big day out – can provide you with an
instant starter or plenary, the third could be used at
departmental meetings to encourage and help staff
with effective teaching and learning of financial
capability.

Financial Services Authority
www.fsa.gov.uk
There are two sections of this website that I would
like to highlight. One is “products explained”. Here
students and teachers can learn in detail about
different financial products. You can download a
factsheet about each product for free. These are ideal
as handouts, classroom displays or just as reference
materials in both your and your students’ folders.

The other section worth visiting is “useful tools”. This
offers handy, interactive resources that help can
students with budgeting, borrowing, planning for the
future and shopping around for financial products.
These can help make financial capability lessons fun. 
I would recommend trying out the budget planner
and the mortgage calculator. These two activities
engage students in an interactive way while
improving their ICT skills and giving them confidence
in areas of personal finance management. 

Support4learning website
www.support4learning.org.uk/money/
moneymanagement.cfm
This is an ideal reference resource bank, both for
students and teachers, with a comprehensive
collection of web links on financial-related matters. It
also offers students very useful information on various
topics ranging from the cost of studying to money
management issues. I think that this website is best
used either by teachers preparing for lessons or by
students carrying out a research task in class or at
home. It is certainly worth the time to follow some of
the web links especially when you are looking for
something different to teach the topic. 

All resources reviewed in this article demonstrate how
easy it is to integrate ICT into teaching financial
capability. I strongly believe that the materials
reviewed here will help you to prepare and deliver a
lesson that achieves effective teaching and learning
while engaging all students and making the topic fun
to learn and teach. 

Agnes Cserhati teaches at Esher College.
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Key resources for 
vocational business

Osborne Books Limited, Unit 1b Everoak Estate, Bromyard Road, Worcester, WR2 5HP  Tel 01905 748071  Fax 01905 748952

AS APPLIED BUSINESS 
SINGLE AND DOUBLE AWARD

endorsed by Edexcel

Endorsed by

Endorsed by

� two separate full-colour texts written in a clear, easy-to-
understand style

� Tutor support material available including a web-based
template for constructing a website

� Retail Price: £15.95 (Single Award) / £19.95 (Double)

Educational Price: 
£13.50 (Single Award) / £17.50 (Double Award)

GCSE APPLIED BUSINESS 
DOUBLE AWARD

� a full colour text for the double-award vocational GCSE, suitable
for courses offered by all the Awarding Bodies

� an easy-to-read text with case studies, summaries and key terms
throughout

� Tutor support material available

� Retail Price: £15.95

Educational Price: £13.50

INSPECTION COPIES please email request to books@osbornebooks.co.uk
or telephone 01905 748071 quoting reference ‘EBEA’

SAMPLE CHAPTERS downloadable from www.osbornebooks.co.uk
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