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In this issue ..

Welcome from Kevin Abbott
Well here we are, the last week of term or the first week of the
holidays (depending on when your term ended!) I am sure you will
all be looking forward to a well deserved break and getting away
from school for some quality R&R time.
In my final newsletter of the year, I am bringing you news of the
recent Bank of England conference, which I am very pleased to say I
was able to attend with a colleague and some of my Post 16
students. If you were not able to attend, I hope you will be able to
find some time to watch the keynote videos on EBEA TV when they
are added in the coming months (see starter of the month for more
details of using EBEA TV in lessons)
The fast pace of modern teaching means that there is very little time
to sit back and reflect on our classroom practice but I hope that some
of the ideas in this months edition will give you the chance to do just
that. I have tried to highlight some of the fantastic new downloads
on the EBEA website and David Butler has asked teachers to give
some thought to the A level reforms and the teaching of vocational /
applied business courses. Please do try to share your views on these
matters. Any subject association is only as good as its active
membership. Happy holidays!
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Kevin Abbott, Chair of the EBEA

Your EBEA newsletter – WWW and EBI?
You will have noticed some quite major changes to EBEA News over the past academic year, not just in
terms of presentation (although I do hope you like the new look) but also in terms of how we put the
newsletter together. As I put together the final newsletter of the school year it is time for a bit of what
we in B&E would call ‘market research’ or our school colleagues may refer to as ’teacher voice’. There
is a particular format that I find useful when doing this in the classroom, using the WWW [What Went
Well?+ and EBI *Even Better If…?+ framework, although another teacher I once worked with used to
prefer the ‘3 stars and a wish’ approach (a little too fairy tale princess for me!)
The EBEA is your subject association and this monthly newsletter is written by EBEA members for EBEA
members. This is your chance to tell us what you think we are doing well, what we should keep doing
and to point us in the right direction if you feel we are not meeting your needs. Do you like the starter
of the month or should it go? What about the information on current campaigns and consultations?
Please send your WWWs and EBIs to Claire Johnson in the EBEA Office:

office@ebea.org.uk
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BANK OF ENGLAND DAY CONFERENCE SPECIAL
27 June 2012
Bank of England Conference Centre, London
At the end of June, the EBEA was very grateful to the Bank of England for hosting our annual one day
conference. This year’s event considered the current stance of UK monetary policy and the outlook for
the economy, including businesses. The keynote speaker was Martin Weale, a member of the Bank of
England's Monetary Policy Committee and a former Director of the National Institute for Economic and
Social Research. Other sessions were hosted by:
Rowena Crawford, Senior Research Economist at the Institute for Fiscal Studies
J R Shackleton, Professor of Economics at the University of Buckingham and Economics Fellow
Ian Marcousé, speaking about ‘Africa: the new land of opportunity’
The sessions provided perspectives on the nature of current economic problems, the policy responses
available and the implications for the teaching of Economics and Business Studies. Specific sessions
relating to the teaching of business and economics were hosted by Peter Imeson and Stephen Barnes.
Whilst primarily a conference for teachers and educators, this year the organisers decided to open up the
event to A Level Economics students who were invited to attend with their teachers. This proved to be an
excellent opportunity for the students and those in attendance benefitted immensely from the opportunity to listen to such high quality speakers.
I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the conference with another member of my department and
eight of my students, pictured below, at the Bank. This was a superb opportunity to really enrich the
learning that has taken place in the classroom over the course of the AS course and the experience really
inspired both staff and students! There was a real buzz In the classroom after the conference and I will
certainly look to invite some of my most able economists to next year’s event. To quote one of my
students: “What a fantastic opportunity! How many other Post 16 students do you think will have had
the chance to ask questions to a current member of the MPC?” I suspect the answer is not many at all!
Kevin Abbott
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Further updates to the EBEA Website following the Annual
Conference and Bank of England Day Conference
Margaret Hancock, our Website Manager has had her busiest time of the year, adding lots of additional
resources and materials to the EBEA website. All of the PowerPoints from our Annual Conference and
the Bank of England Day Conference have now been uploaded to the website and the conference
videos will be added to EBEA TV in due course. There are some excellent ideas here and these sections
of the website are well worth checking out if you find yourself with a bit of spare time over the summer.
I have highlighted some of the resources which I will be using with my own department next year.

http://www.ebea.org.uk/events_networking/annual_conference_june_2012__presentations/

http://www.ebea.org.uk/events_networking/bank_of_england_conference_june_2012/
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In The News Case Studies [Teaching & Resources section of the EBEA website]
http://www.ebea.org.uk/teaching_resources/lesson_ideas_and_resources/in_the_news_case_studies/

Margaret Hancock, has added no fewer than 29 links to websites
focussing on business and economics stories related to the Olympics.
To quote Margaret, these links provide a ‘great opportunity to draw
attention to the conflicting opinions across these reports which are
from a range of sources, and to enhance students’ understanding of the
need to be discerning when digesting and using reported information.’

Kevin Abbott’s ‘Starter of the month’ [Teaching & Resources section]
http://www.ebea.org.uk/teaching_resources/lesson_ideas_and_resources/starter_of_the_month/

I suspect you won’t be looking for a starter for this month
(particularly if you read this having broken up for the summer) and
so I thought I would suggest something that you may wish to do
with your students in the new term.
This isn’t a starter in the true sense of the word and would take
more than a few minutes. However something I have done with
some of my groups at the end of term is to show clips of some of
the videos in the EBEA TV section of the website
(www.ebea.org.uk/tv).
How about reintroducing your A2 Economics group to lessons by
giving them a dose of the ‘Undercover Economist’ and showing
them Tim Hartford’s talk? Or using Levi Root’s inspirational talk to
introduce a new GCSE group to the personal qualities and
characteristics of an entrepreneur? When teaching about
globalisation and emerging markets, how about using some of the
clips from Ian Marcouse’s talk on India and China?
There are loads of videos that could be used in this way, with more
to come as this year’s Annual Conference and Bank of England
videos are added to the archive. Why not try using them with your
students to encourage them to expand their horizons a little?
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Teachers of vocational and applied business courses
Successive governments, including the administration, have called for high
quality vocational/applied courses. The EBEA wishes to be proactive in helping
to shape discussions about the future nature of vocational/applied courses in
business at all levels. The starting point is to find out what members who are
currently teaching vocational/applied courses either at Key Stage 4 or post-16
feel are the current strengths and weaknesses of the provision and how they
would like to see courses develop in the future.
Please send any thoughts to davidbutler50@btinternet.com

Dear EBEA Member,
Last week MyKindaCrowd were pleased to deliver a
key-note speech at the National Union of Students
(NUS) annual Leaders conference, SU2012. Student leaders were very receptive to our mission in
connecting young people with business. Feedback was fantastic, especially as our model resonates
perfectly with Student Unions; great examples of Social enterprise.
This event came hot-on-the-heals of MyKindaCrowd receiving Business in the Community (BiTC)
Social Enterprise Award, Arc, part of the Olympic Legacy. Arc recognised MyKindaCrowd’s success
in levelling the playing field for young people whatever their background.
William Akerman, MD of MyKindaCrowd was thrilled; ‘We’re gaining members and supporters fast.
Our social enterprise partnership model is paying dividends and if current discussions prove fruitful
then we will have some big announcements to make in the Autumn. We are hugely grateful for the
support from our existing educator members and our partners, and are delighted to have been recognised by BiTC and Arc’.
If you are yet to join MyKindaCrowd then now is a great time. Completely free, existing challenges
include those from Olympian and Gold medal hopeful Mark Hunter, entrepreneur James Caan, and
the IOD. Next term will see more from Dixons, McDonalds and Siemens.
Best wishes
Will
Sign up in 20 seconds: www.mykindacrowd.com
Like us: www.facebook.com/mykindacrowd.com

William Akerman, Managing Director
www.mykindacrowd.com

Follow us: @mykindacrowd.com

Connect with William:
http://uk.linkedin.com/in/willakerman

t | 08444 127 497
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A Level reform

Ofqual has launched a consultation on the future of GCE A and AS levels. Full details are available on the
Ofqual website www.ofqual.gov.uk. The EBEA will not be submitting a response at this stage as the
consultation is about the overall structure of courses and not individual subjects. Members are urged to
make individual responses to the consultation which closes on 11 September. EBEA will be involved in more
detailed discussions with awarding bodies about the future nature of GCE AS and A2 courses in Economics
and Business Studies. The following provides a summary of the main proposals being consulted on.
For courses starting in September 2013, assessments will only be available in the summer at the
end of the first year of study and at the end of the second year. Students will only have one
opportunity to re-sit their examinations.
Three options for the future structure of AS and A2 qualifications are being consulted on.
- Option 1: remove the AS completely and return to a linear two year course with the only
assessment taking place in the summer at the end of two years of study.
- Option 2: retain AS as a stand-alone qualification which would not contribute to the final A2
qualification.
- Option 3: retain the current relationship between AS and A2.
In most subjects, at least 60% of marks will be awarded through external assessment.
Assessments will include a variety of types of questions, including essay questions. There will be a
greater emphasis on synoptic assessment to test understanding of the whole course.
The new A levels will encourage students to develop skills to support their learning in higher
education, including essay writing, problem solving and critical reflection.
The role of universities in deciding syllabus content will be strengthened.

Please send any views you have either on the future structure of A levels in general or the shape and content of A level economics and business courses to davidbutler50@btinternet.com
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The 19th European Economics Education Conference

AEEE Cologne-Bonn Conference

“Economic Crisis – Catastrophe or Opportunity?”
Monday 27 to Thursday 30 August 2012
The AEEE Cologne-Bonn Conference 2012 is an international meeting of teachers, teacher trainers, inspectors and
researchers with a professional interest in all aspects of Economics and Business Education in Europe and worldwide.
The conference will provide participants with excellent opportunities to enhance both their careers and their understanding of the nature of the economic crisis. At the AEEE Cologne-Bonn Conference 2012 you will:

Presentations
- Hear some top economists giving lectures on the economic crisis
- Explore state of the art economics which addresses contemporary economic policy problems
- Get international points of view
- Find new ways of teaching economics
- Learn about and share classroom experiences, good practice examples, and reports on projects

Excursions
- Take part in visits and excursions with an economic impact
- Visit a German school with a focus on economics education

People
- Exchange research findings, ideas and concepts
- Build professional networks
- Build teacher relations and teams on a European basis
- Make friends from all over Europe
For more information, go to http://www.economicseducation.eu/ or email enwall@aol.com.
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